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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listinqs 
of claims in the application ' 

Listing of Claims: 


1. (Currently Amended) A system for providing releasable engagement between 
two structures, said system comprising: 

a stud extending outwardly from a first one of said structures along an axis, said 
stud having an outer surface oriented at an angle to said axis to define an outer diameter along 
at least an end portion of said stud; and 

a resilient member secured odjaccnt o surface between surface of a second one 
of said structures, each of said surfaces b eing substantially perpendicular to said axis of said 
stud^said resilient member having a substantially torroidal configuration defining an opening, 
said opening having a relaxed state smaller than said outer diameter of said end portion of said 
stud; 

wherein said opening, of said resilient member is configured to resiliency 
expandable contoct sa i d stud to expand radially outwardly to permit passage of said end portion 
of said stud upon application of a force parallel to said axis; y 

wherein said opening of said resilient member i s configured to engage engages 
said outer surface of said stud when said resilient member is relaxed, thereby providing 
engagement between said structures; and 

wherein said opening of said resilient member is configured to expand 
expandable to release said outer surface of said stud upon application of an opposite force 
parallel to said axis, thereby releasing said structures. 

2. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein one of said 
structures comprises a frame. 

3. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 2, wherein said stud is 
mounted on said frame. 

4. (Cancelled) ' 
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5. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in claim -A- 1, wherein said 
resilient member is positioned adjacent a surface of said a door. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein said stud is 
substantially cylindrical. 

7. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein said surface 
of said stud defines a groove that extends about a periphery of said stud. 

8. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein said resilient 
member comprises a radial spring. 

9 - 13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A system for providing releasable engagement 
between two structures and for maintaining a predetermined gap between said structures, said 
system comprising: 

a substantially cylindrical stud mounted on one of said structures and extending 
outwardly therefrom along an axis, said stud having a groove extending about a periphery of 
said stud and defining a surface at an angle to said axis of said stud , and said stud having a 
shoulder positioned to contact a li miting surfare of the other one of said structures - anc j 

a torroidal radial spring restrained adjacent a surface of the other one of said 
structures, said radial spring having an outer surface contacting said surface of said other one 
of said structures to prevent movement of said outer surface radially outwardly with respect to 
said axis of said stud, said radial spring also having an inner surface movable radially outwardly 
with respect to said axis of said stud from a relaxed position to an expanded position; 

said inner surface of said radial spring defining an inner diameter smaller than 
the maximum diameter of said stud when said radial spring is in said relaxed position, and said 
inner surface being conf i gured to resiliently expandable conrnrt- nn i H r.n . H t-n ^ Tln ^ radially 
outwardly to said expanded position to permit passage of said stud when an axial force is 
applied to said stud or said radial spring biasing said first and second structures apart, said 
radial spring be i ng conf i gured to releasably engage engaging said groove of said stud when said 
radial spring is in said relaxed position such that the shoulder nf the stud on one of the 
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structures contacts the limiting su rface of the other one of the structures , thereby providing 
releasable engagement between said structures, and thereby maintaining said predetermined 
gap between said structures. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 14, one of said 
structures comprising a frame and the other of said structures comprising a door, said stud 
being mounted on said frame and said radial spring being mounted on said door. 

16 - 21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A latching assembly for providing releasable 
engagement between two structures a door and a frame r said latching assembly comprising: 

a stud extending outwardly from one of said structures door or said framp along 
an axis, said stud having an outer surface oriented at an angle to said axis; and 

a resilient member positioned adjacent a surface of the other one of said 
structure s door or said frame r said resilient member having a substantially torroidal 
configuration, an outer surface of said resilient member contacting said surface of said other 
one of said structures door or said frame to prevent movement of said outer surface of said 
resilient member radially outwardly, an inner surface of said resilient member defining an 
opening moveable radially outwardly; 

said resilient member having a relaxed position wherein said outer surface of said 
resilient member contacts said su r face of said other one of said door or said frame and **\ri 
opening is smaller than said stud to releasably engage said outer surface of said stud, and said 
resilient member having an expanded position wherein said opening is sized to permit passage 
of said stud. 

23. (Currently Amended) An enclosure latching system for providing releasable 
engagement between a door and an enclosure, said latching system comprising: 

a stud extending outwardly from one of said door and said enclosure along an 
axis, said stud having an outer surface oriented at an angle to said axis; and 

a resilient spring member secured in a spring housing adjacent a surface of the 
other one of said door and said enclosure, said resilient member having: 
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a substantially torroidal configuration, 

an outer surface constrained by contacting said surface of said other one of said 
door and said enclosure to prevent movement of said outer surface of said resilient member 
radially outward, and 

an inner surface moveable radially outward; 

said torroidal configuration of said resilient member defining an opening 
resiliently expandable from a relaxed state smaller than said stud radially outward to an 
expanded state to permit passage of said stud, said resilient member being configured to 
releasably engage engaging said surface of said stud in said relaxed state, thereby providing 
releasable engagement between said door and said enclosure. 

24. (Currently Amended) A latching system for releasably engaging a door to a 
frame comprising: 

a stud mounted on one of said door and said frame and having an axis and a 
surface, at least a portion of said surface being angled with respect to said axis of said stud; 
and 

a coiled spring mounted in a housing on the other one of said door and said 
frame and having an axis arranged in a circle to form a torroidal configuration and an outer 
surface constrained by contacting said housing to prevent movement of said outer surface of 
said res ili ent member coiled spring radially outward, said torroidal configuration of said spring 
defining an opening which is exposed when said door is open and is expandable by introduction 
of said stud therein to allow the stud to pass through said opening and which relaxes to 
releasably engage said angled surface of said stud , wherein a user of said latching system can 
release said stud fro m said coiled spring without the use of a tool . 

25. (Currently Amended) A door assembly comprising: 
a frame; 

a door mounted for movement with respect to said frame; 
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VI 


a stud extending from one of said frame and said door along an axis, said stud 
having an outer surface oriented at an angle to said axis; 

a resilient member retained adjacent a surface of the other one of said frame and 
said door, said resilient member having a substantially torroidal configuration defining an outer 
surface and an opening; 

said opening of said resilient member being resiliently expandable from a relaxed 
diameter smaller than said stud to an expanded diameter sufficient to permit passage of said 
stud by application of a force along said axis biasing said frame and said door together; 

said outer surface of said resilient member being in contact with said surface of 
said other one of said frame and said door, said surface being positioned to constrain said outer 
surface of said resilient member and prevent movement of said outer surface of said resilient 
member radially outwardly; 

wherein when said door is closed with respect to said frame, said resilient 
member releasably engages said outer surface of said stud, thereby providing releasable 
engagement between said door and said frame , and wherein a user of said door assembly can 
release said stud from said resilient member without the use of a tool . 

26. (Currently Amended) A system for providing releasable engagement 
between two structures, said system comprising: 

a stud operatively connected to a first one of said structures; 

a torroidal spring operatively connected to a second one of said structures , said 
torroidal s oring being positioned to engage said stud : and 

means for re l easab l y engag i ng and disengaging said stud and said torroidal 
spring by application of forces generally parallel to an axis of said stud. 
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